
Anyone enjoying State Forests (including Reforestation Areas, Multiple Use Areas, and Unique Areas)
or Forest Preserve lands must observe the following rules which protect both the people and the
forest environment, and are based on regulations 6 NYCRR Parts 190-199.

These types of lands are managed by DEC's Division of Lands and Forests. For more information
about these rules, contact the Division of Lands and Forests office </about/contact-us/statewide-office-

information> nearest to your destination.

Use local or heat-treated firewood </nature/animals-fish-plants/invasive-species/terrestrial/firewood>. A
firewood regulation is in place to protect our forests by preventing the spread of invasive pests
and diseases.

Groups of more than 20 people and certain activities </regulatory/guidance-and-policy-

documents/temporary-revocable-permit-policy> such as weddings, filmmaking, research, etc., are required
to get a Temporary Revocable Permit (TRP) </regulatory/guidance-and-policy-documents/temporary-

revocable-permit-policy> from the DEC land manager. Please allow at least 30 days prior to an event
for the TRP to be reviewed and approved after submission.

Camping for more than three consecutive nights or in a group of ten or more requires a permit
from a DEC Forest Ranger </about/contact-us/forest-ranger-rosters>.

Camping is prohibited within 150 feet of any road, trail, or body of water except at camping areas
designated by DEC.

No permanent structures should be established, including tree stands or blinds.

Unauthorized cutting of live trees or new trail building is prohibited.

Do not litter. Carry out what you carry in. Burying or burning trash is prohibited.

If you build a fire, follow fire safety guidelines to prevent risk of wildfires </things-to-do/camping/fire-

safety>. Use wood from dead and downed trees only. Never leave a fire unattended. All fires must
be extinguished with water, and the coals must be raked until cool to the touch.
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Human waste should be buried in a shallow hole 4-6 inches deep, and at least 150 feet from
water, trails, and campsites. Cover with leaf litter and dirt.

Motorized vehicles are permitted only on access roads posted as open to motor vehicles. Off road

use of motorized vehicles is prohibited, except where specifically permitted by signs, posted
notice or by DEC permit.

For rules regarding visits to Wildlife Management Areas, Public Fishing Rights, and certain boat launch
and fishing access sites, see Fish and Wildlife regulations.

Contact for this Page
Division of Lands and Forests

625 Broadway
Albany, NY 12233

Phone: 518-402-9405
landsforests@dec.ny.gov
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Quick Links

About DEC </about> Hunting & Fishing Licenses </regulatory/permits-

licenses/sporting-and-use/sporting/decals>

DECinfo Locator </maps/interactive-maps/decinfo-

locator>

Events Calendar </get-involved/events>

Press Releases </news/press-releases> Employment </about/employment>

Apply for a Grant </get-involved/grant-applications>

Help Center

Contact Us </about/contact-us> Accessibility Assistance </about/accessibility-for-

persons-with-disabilities>

Language Assistance </about/website-usage-and-

policies/language-assistance>

PDF Help </about/website-usage-and-policies/pdf-files>

Help for Businesses </environmental-protection/help-

for-businesses>

Doing Business with DEC </about/doing-business>

Resources

Website and Usage Policies </about/website-usage-

and-policies>

Privacy Policy </about/website-usage-and-

policies/privacy-policy>

Freedom of Information Law FOIL </news/foil> Donate <https://www.naturalheritagetrust.org/dec>

Subscribe to DEC's Conservationist Magazine

Conservationist is packed with informative articles, first-rate photography and
stunning artwork.

SUBSCRIBE <https://www.simplecirc.com/subscribe/conservationist-magazine>

 

10/7/24, 5:38 PM Rules For Using State Forests And Forest Preserve - NYSDEC

https://dec.ny.gov/nature/forests-trees/state-forests/rules-for-use 3/4

https://dec.ny.gov/nature/forests-trees/state-forests/rules-for-use
https://dec.ny.gov/about
https://dec.ny.gov/regulatory/permits-licenses/sporting-and-use/sporting/decals
https://dec.ny.gov/regulatory/permits-licenses/sporting-and-use/sporting/decals
https://dec.ny.gov/maps/interactive-maps/decinfo-locator
https://dec.ny.gov/maps/interactive-maps/decinfo-locator
https://dec.ny.gov/get-involved/events
https://dec.ny.gov/news/press-releases
https://dec.ny.gov/about/employment
https://dec.ny.gov/get-involved/grant-applications
https://dec.ny.gov/nature/forests-trees/state-forests/rules-for-use
https://dec.ny.gov/about/contact-us
https://dec.ny.gov/about/accessibility-for-persons-with-disabilities
https://dec.ny.gov/about/accessibility-for-persons-with-disabilities
https://dec.ny.gov/about/website-usage-and-policies/language-assistance
https://dec.ny.gov/about/website-usage-and-policies/language-assistance
https://dec.ny.gov/about/website-usage-and-policies/pdf-files
https://dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/help-for-businesses
https://dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/help-for-businesses
https://dec.ny.gov/about/doing-business
https://dec.ny.gov/nature/forests-trees/state-forests/rules-for-use
https://dec.ny.gov/about/website-usage-and-policies
https://dec.ny.gov/about/website-usage-and-policies
https://dec.ny.gov/about/website-usage-and-policies/privacy-policy
https://dec.ny.gov/about/website-usage-and-policies/privacy-policy
https://dec.ny.gov/news/foil
https://www.naturalheritagetrust.org/dec
https://www.simplecirc.com/subscribe/conservationist-magazine


INSTAGRAM <https://www.instagram.com/nysdec/> FACEBOOK <https://www.facebook.com/nysdec>

TWITTER <https://www.twitter.com/nysdec> LINKEDIN <https://www.linkedin.com/company/nys-

department-of-environmental-conservation>

YOUTUBE

<https://www.youtube.com/user/nysdecvideos>

FLICKR

<https://www.flickr.com/photos/nysdec/albums>

 Translate 
Translation Services <https://www.ny.gov/web-translation-services>

This page is available in other languages
English <https://dec.ny.gov/nature/forests-trees/state-forests/rules-for-use>

Español <https://es.dec.ny.gov/nature/forests-trees/state-forests/rules-for-use>

中文 <https://zh.dec.ny.gov/nature/forests-trees/state-forests/rules-for-use>

繁體中文 <https://zh-traditional.dec.ny.gov/nature/forests-trees/state-forests/rules-for-use>

Русский <https://ru.dec.ny.gov/nature/forests-trees/state-forests/rules-for-use>

<https://yi.dec.ny.gov/nature/forests-trees/state-forests/rules-for-use> יידיש

বাংলা <https://bn.dec.ny.gov/nature/forests-trees/state-forests/rules-for-use>

한국어 <https://ko.dec.ny.gov/nature/forests-trees/state-forests/rules-for-use>

Kreyòl Ayisyen <https://ht.dec.ny.gov/nature/forests-trees/state-forests/rules-for-use>

Italiano <https://it.dec.ny.gov/nature/forests-trees/state-forests/rules-for-use>

<https://ar.dec.ny.gov/nature/forests-trees/state-forests/rules-for-use> العربية

Polski <https://pl.dec.ny.gov/nature/forests-trees/state-forests/rules-for-use>

Français <https://fr.dec.ny.gov/nature/forests-trees/state-forests/rules-for-use>

<https://ur.dec.ny.gov/nature/forests-trees/state-forests/rules-for-use> اردو

CONNECT WITH US

Agencies <https://www.ny.gov/agencies>App Directory <https://www.ny.gov/mobileapps>

Counties <https://www.ny.gov/counties>Events <https://www.ny.gov/events>

Programs <https://www.ny.gov/programs>Services <https://www.ny.gov/services>

REGISTER TO VOTE
Register to vote or update your voter information online.
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